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Commitments 
 
On August 15, 1957, I made a commitment to life as a Jesuit. Some 
would say that anyone who is only two years out of high school is not 
ready to make a decision with life-long effects. But when is any one of 
us ready to make a commitment that has unforeseeable 
consequences?   
 
Were my parents fully prepared for me as their child? In a reflective 
moment, we might wonder how it was that we were cared for 
sufficiently as children, so as to have made it thus far in life. The 
mystery of radical choices made by others that have impacted our 
lives might encourage us to consider our own experiences of 
commitments.  
 
No matter how much time, gathering of related facts, and weighing of 
possible consequences we have given to the making of major 
decisions, we either made a commitment that we have since pursued 
with ongoing consequences, or we made a decision which we 
subsequently questioned and continued to compare with other options 
until we moved on to something else. A saying manifests the 
distinction between the former and the latter: “a breakfast of eggs and 
bacon is comprised of a contribution from a hen, but by a commitment 
from a pig.” No experience we have is quite like that of making a 
commitment.  
 
In making some decisions, we are greatly assisted by inspirations: 
sometimes sought after, as in prayer, sometimes as complete 
surprises, indicating God’s absolute freedom to lovingly touch us. 
Since we make decisions every day, few of them require a radical step 
forward in trust, though almost all decisions we make in partnership 
with God include some measure of reliance upon God’s goodness. But 
when we find ourselves somewhat anxious about choosing a direction 
in life that has significant unchangeable consequences, we do well to 
look to our experiences of inspired thoughts and feelings. God is found 
in the details, when we are at the point of making a commitment. 
 
Many of us can recall one or more unlooked-for moments of clarity and 
joy about making a choice that has had ongoing effects in our lives. 
When I was asked, at age 17, if I had ever thought about being a 
priest, I was so deeply flooded with positive thoughts and feelings, 
that I could only ascribe them to a sign from God that my heart’s 
deepest desire had been revealed to me. I have heard stories from 
some who have recognized in similar such moments, their desire to 
share life and to raise a family with a particular person, or to make a 
radical change in their careers, or to begin living from heretofore 
hidden aspirations. No two of us have had the same occurrences, but 
very many of us have had powerful experiences that helped us to 
choose a way of life that continues to draw from us long-term growth 
in love and in the full exercise of qualities that mature as we exercise 
them.  
 
Perhaps we can more readily call to mind those times of great struggle 
within us when we faced a major decision – one we recognized as 
having lasting effects upon us and others. We might have consulted 
widely, and prayed for help over a painful period of time, with no 
“lightning bolt” of clarity to guide us. Yet, we did finally decide. And as 
we look back, we might recognize that in and through all the turmoil 
we came finally to a point where we were willing to “put our life on the 
line,” and we made a commitment whose consequences we have lived 
out for many years, perhaps to the present moment. Inspiration can 
occur as a flash of insight, but inspiration can also operate within us as 
a deep and quiet sense of direction empowering us to choose well even  
though we do not know the reasons lying behind our choices, much 
less the future results. 
 
Since we do not know the future, and are not in charge of the huge 
number of variables that attend major decisions, we encounter a 
mystery. What we cannot foresee, we do not need to see. We are not 
responsible for the unknowns. We are responsible for attending to the 
information we are able to gather from various sources, most 
especially the inclination of our hearts. We can either trust the 
process, and trust God in us and with us – the mystery of commitment 
- or retain falsely assumed control of all factors.  
 
The essence of commitment is the awareness that this is ours to do, 
not someone else’s. This is what we want to do, from the heart. 
Comparisons with others will not do. It is not possible to swim, while 
we stand on the side. With commitments, we will be challenged, and 
some unpleasant events are bound to occur. But being focused on the 
heartfelt awareness of “this is what I want to do” is very helpful to 
continuing to deal with new challenges as they surely arise. The 
advantages are huge: we become the person we accept, appreciate, 
and love, even knowing our own weaknesses and shortcomings. 
 
Commitments make us who we are, as much as who we are becomes 
manifest in the commitments we make. 
